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which the protagonist has an epiphany concerning his own privilege and po- 
litical ineffectiveness. And like a good consumer, he is offered two choices: a 
maelstrom of uncertainty and struggle or the reassuring magic of the commod- 
ity fetish. Despite this video's playful presentation, the choice is frightening: let 
go of everything that makes you feel like a good person or accept a troubling 
status quo. His ultimate embrace of the latter entails an act of faith in markets 
and technical expertise verified only by an animated frog. 

As economically and politically marginal as these particular stories may be, 
however, they are part and parcel of the larger processes by which capitalist con- 
ditions and relationships are produced and reproduced or (with a nod to anthro- 
pologist Clifford Geertz) the stories that capitalism tells itself about itself. Time 
zones, stock markets, unilinear progress, and nature are all abstract imaginaries 
that are now almost as pragmatically real as possible (Merrifield 2011). Distinc- 
tions between naive fantasy and pragmatic realism in such contexts are largely 
defined by how particular imaginaries and ideas have been repeatedly institu- 
tionalized and spatialized till they seem to become a reality unto themselves, till 
they profoundly shape how people perceive and act on their surroundings—sur- 
roundings that, in turn, are acting on them. 

‘The challenge, it would seem, is to find ways to mix things up, to foster more 
emergent encounters, and introduce other stories in the process. The circuits of 
space and spectacle, which we have explored in the course of this book, have at 
least two qualities with potential for what we might call countermemory and 
alternative storytelling. First, they often gather people together, potentially in 
large numbers. Second, they are amenable to spectacularization to the extent 
that whichever stories manage to be told through these circuits are likely to be 
amplified and magnified. As we saw in chapter 4, policy forums intersect with 
anticapitalist and alterglobal activist networks (Goodman and Saleh 2013), and 
they are otherwise frequented by actors with diverse values, perspectives, and 
agendas. Even tournaments of value, though heavily rigged, may—once in a 
while—be susceptible to surprise upsets. 

So here is another story. In April 2016, my longtime friend and research 
associate, Edward Loure, was awarded the prestigious Goldman Prize for envi- 
ronmental leadership. Shortly before he was born, Edward’s family was evicted 
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from Tarangire when it became a national park in 1971. Today they still live just 
to the east of the park. Through his formative years, Edward experienced first- 
hand the political struggles described in chapter 2, and he grew up to become 
an effective advocate of indigenous environmental stewardship and community 
self-determination. The Goldman Prize recognizes his work to establish official 
legal recognition for community control of traditional territory. This arrange- 
ment provides indigenous Tanzanians with protection against land grabbing 
while also empowering them to manage resources collectively rather than for 
them by administrative fiat.’ 

The award ceremony, which took place at the International Trade Center in 
Washington, D.C., was an elaborate and image-saturated affair. It opened with 
a spectacular video, replete with images of panoramic nature. Videos also intro- 
duced each recipient, which lasted for longer than the recipient spoke. What 
was different about these videos was that they highlighted community suffering 
and political struggles against states and corporate interests.’ Edward’s video ac- 
knowledged contradictions between mainstream conservation and indigenous 
environmental stewardship. In his acceptance speech, Edward emphasized that 
indigenous rights matter for justice and equality, but also for conservation. He 
called on governments around the world to protect indigenous land rights and 
indigenous communities, “fighting for their interests, and not against them.” He 
ended by challenging governments to double formally recognized indigenous 
land by 2020. 

Edward’s call resonates with insights from Dempsey (2016: 242) about how 
conservationists could realign themselves around movements “refusing capi- 
talist enclosures of land, water, and living things.” She notes that mechanisms 
and technologies designed to map and quantify nature’s values could be used 
to “garner political will and citizen awareness as part of an array of tactics to il- 
lustrate how elites and corporations continue to dominate the world’s ecosystem 
services.” Similarly, I would argue, they could also be used to strengthen calls for 
governments to return land to indigenous and local communities and to hold 
governments accountable for meeting and maintaining targets once they are set. 

Imagining these kinds of possibilities, at least in these contexts, is facilitated 
through creative engagements with existing modes of representation—from spec- 
tacular images to charts, diagrams, and numbers. The effort to establish commu- 
nity land rights outside of Tarangire, for instance, turns on images similar to 


those described in chapter 3 while also emphasizing the ways conservation has 
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displaced local people and their livelihoods and the kinds of socioecological 
contradictions this has entailed. As such, they indicate a radical reimagining 
of mainstream conservation from being a limited project that turns on techno- 
cratic management of people, animals, and nature to being part of a movement 
that advocates for redistribution of power and wealth as necessary to our col- 
lective ecological future. And this is only one example of similarly creative re- 
imaginings currently happening in global policy circuits (see Dempsey 2016: 
ch. 7, 8). For now, however, it still appears more pragmatic to imagine money 
as the means by which humans will achieve the most optimally satisfying rela- 
tionship with nature. 

The enduring power of this appearance, I believe, is derived in large part 
from the wider cultural and historical realities from which these policy circuits 
have been forged. I am referring here to the modernist milieus I described in 
the opening pages of this book, in which people’s perceptions and relationships 
are thoroughly mediated by images and in which money seems like a kind of 
nature and nature seems like a kind of money. To be sure, these milieus are like- 
wise open to representations of diverse stories and perspectives, particularly with 
the proliferation of handheld communication and media technology devices 
and the rise of interactive online platforms. Two notable examples are the Black 
Lives Matter movement and the protests against the Dakota Access Oil Pipe- 
line at the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation in North Dakota.* These move- 
ments, and related ones, creatively deploy images and media to challenge and 
transform cultural imaginaries of democracy, development, what it means to be 
human, and what are proper human relationships to more-than-human realities. 
Black Lives Matter directs public attention and conversations to the pervasive, 
insidious, and insidiously blatant ways that black bodies are systematically de- 
valued and destroyed in a society that claims to value human equality above all 
else. The slogans “water is life” and “water is sacred” emerging from the Standing 
Rock protests remind us that commodification deadens vital connections while 
at the same time affirming human relationships and our responsibility toward all 
the sacred entities with whom we are relatives. 

These movements, and many others, point to ways images and media may 
become means of solidarity (a collective sense of purpose and responsibility). 
‘They also perhaps portend more a general awareness of the limits and harm im- 
posed by milieus of modernity that separate people and hail them as individuals. 
This possibility is also clearly, though satirically, acknowledged in the rainforest 
frog video, in which the awaking of the consumer protagonist is prompted by 
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images of Occupy Wall Street and other antiglobalization protests. The protago- 
nist suspects that his own way of life may be implicated in all of this, or at least 
that he could be doing more to make a difference. After trying his hand as an ac- 
tivist, however, he makes an informed decision to go back to being a consumer. 

This story invokes a common trope of capitalist modernity: the desire to es- 
cape alienating situations is pitted against the easy allure of consumerism and 
its associated spaces and relationships. In every episode of The Prisoner, the pro- 
tagonist, named Number Six, attempts to escape only to be captured by a giant 
bubble that returns him to his utopian community. In Dawn of the Dead, a group 
of people seek refuge from a worldwide zombie apocalypse in a shopping mall. 
‘There they live in relative luxury despite all the horrors just beyond their walls. 
After having his mind freed from the simulated world of the Matrix, in which 
he was a function of a giant machine, the character Cypher eventually decides 
he prefers having his brain tricked by a computer program to a hard life in the 
world outside the Matrix. “After nine years you know what I realize?” he asks, as 
he sits down to a simulated gourmet meal. “Ignorance is bliss!” he immediately 
answers himself, with his simulated mouth full of simulated steak. 

Like the rainforest frog commercial, these cult fiction classics are onto some- 
thing significant. Although culturally marginal to the dominant imaginaries of 
global capitalism, they reflect and refract its central illusion that we exist as in- 
dividuals. Protagonists in all these stories, and many others like them, seek to 
escape their alienating worlds as individuals. But they find themselves unable to 
live outside those worlds, let alone to join any kind of collaboration once they 
have managed to put themselves outside. The only way they can live as individ- 
uals, they learn, is within the alienating arrangements they have recently aban- 
doned. These not only provide comfort and nourishment, but certainty and con- 
trol. While we are increasingly aware that these arrangements are unsustainable, 
they remain our immediate best bet for surviving and thriving as individuals. 
And for all the harm they may inflict, they also seem to extend our individual 
power to reach out and change the world. 

Herein lies what I see as a central dilemma for people living and moving 
through these kinds of circuits. Circuits of space and technology may facilitate 
gatherings, and spectacular mediations may amplify alternative stories. But they 
also keep each of us moving and separated—from our surroundings and each other. 
‘They continuously hail us as individuals while managing gatherings in accor- 
dance with a singular sense of time (e.g., imposed schedules, deadlines, and sound 
bites) and perspectives (often represented and reinforced through productions 
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of spectacular images). Whatever happens in these circuits is almost always 
shaped by money (consumer spending and funding priorities) and arrangements 
of space that control people’s movements, encounters, and perceptions. 

For the past twenty years, I have sought to understand these kinds of dis- 
connecting connections in relation to modern nature conservation, especially 
its most recent neoliberal manifestations. My explorations began with nature 
parks and related spaces, which connect tourists, wildlife, and cultural perform- 
ers while disconnecting local people and landscapes along with related knowl- 
edge, memories, and values. Over time, however, I found that I could not ignore 
the central role of spectacle to imagining and making disconnecting connec- 
tions. I found Guy Debord’s propositions about fetishized images most fruitful 
for thinking and writing about spectacular conservation (see Igoe 2010), and 
this in turn prompted my subsequent reflections on related circuits of space, 
as we have explored in the course of this book. I was particularly intrigued by 
Debord’s proposition that spectacular mediations are materially constitutive of 
the realities they represent. This proposition, I believe, relates significantly to 
varied ecologies of human perception, which seem to share some basic pro- 
cesses in common. To paraphrase Kohn (2015: 318), this has to do with how 
human imaginaries and ontologies “realize possible worlds by selectively actu- 
alizing certain properties inherent to the world beyond human cognition.” Or, 
to quote Tsing once again (2012: 506), “Conceptualizing the world and making 
the world are wrapped up in each other, at least for those with the privilege to 
turn their dreams into action.” 

The more I have learned of Debord and the Situationists, including their 
complicated collaborations with Henri Lefebvre,’ the more I am convinced 
that they were systematically engaged with the effects of alienation on this ba- 
sic human dynamic. An international movement based primarily in Paris, the 
Situationists were concerned with how social alienation (the estrangement of 
people from directly lived realities) and commodity fetishism (the appearance 
of money’s exchange value as a force of nature) had become part of everyday life; 
they also were focused on possibilities for reawakening what they saw as au- 
thentic desires and relationships. 

The Situationists were engaged with same historic milieu that shaped my 
formative years as a television-infatuated child. Their writings, art, and films 
speak directly to the visual extravaganzas that were my first love: Disney films 
and nature programs. Their critiques illuminate the kinds of dystopian realities 
that modernist spectacles of the mid-twentieth century sought to conceal but 
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which were illuminated in books like Brave New World and films like THX7z38, 
Soylent Green, Logan’s Run, and many others. But it seems to me that they were 
also seeking ways to dream healing dreams together, as well as playing (since 
they foreswore work) at making those dreams reality. Their efforts highlighted 
what I consider to be a crucial problematic for our current historical moment. If 
nature and other realities are brought into existence—in part—through inter- 
plays of imagination and action, how do we contend with situations in which 
imagination has been appropriated, objectified, and represented as a force be- 
yond our control and the related implications for collaborative living? 

Considering that capital flows and related modes of power depend so much 
on these kinds of situations, and that these kinds of situations are circuited in 
ways that connect to many other situations, it seems to me that there is still 
much of value that we can learn from Situationist experiments and enquiry. 
What might we learn, for instance, when we cut across these situations in ways 
they were not intended to be cut across? Even when this is not possible, what 
can we learn about spaces, imaginaries, and epistemologies by critically explor- 
ing their boundaries? These kinds of questions have consistently informed my 
observations and analysis of nature spectacle for the past twenty years, as now 
written down in this book. 

But there are (at least) two more very important questions that this book 
does not adequately address. First, what kinds of open-ended encounters might 
happen through Situationist-influenced experiments and enquiry and related 
modes of exploratory methodology? Second, what possibilities for collabora- 
tive living might we glimpse in the process? I have arrived to these questions 
and their possibilities through a variety of open-ended encounters I have expe- 
rienced in the course of writing this book. That they are not the central focus of 
this current work reflects the temporal differences of writing, thinking, talking, 
and face-to-face collaborative living. That my writing lags behind my learn- 
ing and thinking suggests it is time to bring this unfinished work to a close. I 
conclude with the hope that this book may connect, in some small but mean- 
ingful ways, to possibilities like the ones briefly outlined in this final chapter; 
to continued explorations of how images and spectacular spaces may facilitate 
encounters across difference and the ethics of shared responsibility while undo- 
ing arrangements and imaginaries that undermine the ability to respond; and 
to the connected lifeworlds that may emerge from these encounters and their 


diverse possibilities for continued creative and collaborative living. 


NOTES 


INTRODUCTION 


t. Debord wrote Society of the Spectacle as a series of 221 theses, ranging in length 
from a single sentence to a short paragraph. The work has been reproduced so 
many times, including in a variety of freely accessible online versions. I there- 
fore use thesis numbers rather than page numbers so that readers can easily 
consult the relevant passages to which I refer. 

2. Keywords, according to Williams (1976: 15), are derived from our most general 
discussions. They indicate dominant meanings of words that are “inextricably 
bound up in the problems they are being used to discuss.” Moreover, these 
words are “not only ways of discussing but at another level seeing our most cen- 
tral experiences” (emphasis mine). This latter point has obvious implications 
for the central themes of this book. 

3. A Nobel Prize-winning scientist, Crutzen’s ideas and pronouncements are 
highly influential in global environmental policy circles. From atmospheric 
science and geology, the Anthropocene concept has made its way into human- 
ities and social science lexicons, as well as into popular discourses of nature 
and our planetary future. 

4. “Nature Is Over” is the title of a thought essay published in a special issue of 
Time (Walsh 2012). The theme of the special issues was “Ten Ideas that are 
Changing Your Life.” 
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In Race and Nature, Paul Outka (2008: 23) highlights the dissociative aspects 
of such arrangements by contrasting sublimity and trauma. Trauma, Outka 
argues, results from terror so intense that it precludes the distancing necessary 
to the formation of experiences that can later be assimilated as memory. In 
sublimity, by contrast, awe and terror are experienced through voyeurism of 
trauma from “just outside of its emotional event horizon.” 
This insight comes from the introduction of a special issue of the Journal of 
Peasant Studies (Fairhead, Leach, and Scoones 2012) on “green grabbing,” a 
new form of appropriation in which environmental justifications for appro- 
priations of nature, rooted in colonial-era conservation, are being reworked 
in novel and complex forms of valuation and commodification. The detailed 
case studies assembled in this special issue illuminated the workings of the 
economy of repair at diverse and interconnected scales and locales. In her 
study of “green uranium,” Sullivan (2013b) outlines the mechanisms by which 
the contradictory logics of repair are worked out in abstractions. 
For the publications of this initiative, see “Tanzania Tourism,” United Republic 
of Tanzania, accessed July 16, 2016, https://issuu.com/tanzania-tourism/docs. 
Including African elephants, lions and rhinos, the Kilimanjaro Safari Ride, 
the Wild Africa Trek (a three-hour hike), and a simulated safari lodge, https:// 
disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/animal-kingdom/, accessed June 29, 2016. 
In The Production of Space, Lefebvre (1991) focuses on houses, town squares, 
churches, and cemeteries as lived spaces that are experienced as representative 
of particular values and lifeways (i.e., Christianity, bourgeoisie comfort, fam- 
ily, commerce, consumerism, etc.). 
A useful metaphor for thinking about this argument is the old-fashioned tele- 
phone switchboard. An operator sits in front of a spaghetti-like assemblage 
of sockets and cables. While the surface of the board takes up a great deal of 
space, it matters little to the operator, who is singularly concerned with plug- 
ging and unplugging cables to forge and break connections between relevant 
sockets. The rest of the surface, though always near to those connections, is 
routinely passed over by them. Capital does not actually hop, as Ferguson 
(2006) puts it, but is conducted from point to point via roads, rails, flight 
paths, and, of course, telecommunication systems—of which the switchboard 
is the simplest imaginable example. 
‘This is a BBC “documentary series looking at the most dramatic wildlife spec- 
tacles on our planet.” Among the events on offer are “The Great Melt” (of Arc- 
tic ice), “The Great Flood” (of the Okavango Delta), and “The Great Salmon 
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Run’ (of the American Northwest). BBC, “Nature’s Great Events: Episodes,” 
accessed September 25, 2016, http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/booht655 
/episodes/guide. 


CHAPTER 1 


. “A Place Without People—Trailer,” YouTube video, uploaded by “Yuri Averof,” 
October 18, 2009, http://www.youtube.com/watch?>v=QrEmUjNhwyo. 

. You can view this video via the following link: “Tanzania Video: Tanzania—The 
land of Kilimanjaro, Zanzibar and The Serengeti,” online video, TripAdvisor, 
November 2012, https://www.tripadvisor.com/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g293 
747-152269673-Lanzania. html. 

. Hatari (Swahili for “danger”) was shot on location on the southern border of 
what was then becoming Arusha National Park, at what is now Hatari Lodge. 
. Also see “Tanzania National Parks and the Frankfurt Zoological Society,” Frank- 
furt Zoological Society, accessed September 25, 2016, http://www.serengeti.org 
/fzs_ab.html. 

. This statement is from a biographical video produced in relation to Borner’s 
nomination for the 2012 Indianapolis Prize. The video features iconic foot- 
age of the wildebeest migrations, which a narrator describes as “one of the 
most spectacular migrations on the planet.” Footage of Borner viewing the 
migrations from a zebra-striped Cessna is clearly an homage to Serengeti Shall 
Not Die! “Indianapolis Prize 2012 Finalist—Markus Borner,” YouTube video, 
uploaded by “Indianapolis Zoo,” October 6, 2012, https://www.youtube.com 
/watch?v=SeXPs5SwbE3I. 

. Known today as FFI (Fauna and Flora International), the SPF is arguably the 
most influential organization in the history of modern conservation. Founded 
in 1903 by a small group of European elites, it went on to spin off the IUCN 
(International Union for the Conservation of Nature). The IUCN in turn spun 
off the World Wildlife Fund, launched in 1961 with the AWF (African Wild- 
life Foundation in Arusha, Tanzania). Along with the Nature Conservancy, 
Conservation International, and the Wildlife Conservation Society, these 
make up the largest institutional entities in conservation today (for details see 
Fitter and Scott 1978; Bonner 1994; Neumann 1998; and Chapin 2004). 

. Because Roosevelt’s 1909 African expedition was sponsored by the Smith- 


sonian, the bulk of his collected specimens were sent to Washington, DC. 
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However, he did donate an elephant cow to the Museum of Natural History, 
which his father helped found. Roosevelt’s son Kermit shot the calf of his 
father’s kill, which also stands among the taxidermy herd at the center of the 
Akeley Hall of African Mammals. Michael Pollak, “Roosevelt’s Elephant,” 
New York Times, October 26, 2012, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/10/28/ny 


region/theodore-roosevelts-elephant.html?_r=o. 


. Upheavals of the late nineteenth century were definitive of the encounters 


between Europeans and African communities throughout the region. Shet- 
ler’s (2007) meticulous ecological history of the Serengeti illuminates how the 
disasters of the late nineteenth century played into European fantasies of an 
unpeopled landscape while disrupting long-standing relationships between 
multiethnic hunter-farmer groups, on the one hand, and Maasai herders on 
the other. Doctoral dissertations by Bernsten (1979) and Waller (1978) detail 
the effects of the disasters on Maasai and their encounters with Europeans. 
Spear (1997) connects the disasters to the Maa-speaking Arusha people’s mi- 
grations to the slopes of Mt. Meru and their consequent identity formation 


relative to Meru people. 


. The transformation of wartime propaganda techniques into mass-marketing 


campaigns was of course a central concern of the Frankfurt School, particu- 
larly Theodor Adorno’s (2001) collected essays on the culture industry. This 
topic is also taken up in Adam Curtis’s documentary The Century of Self, which 
shows how wartime propaganda inspired Sigmund Freud’s nephew Edward 
Bernays to use similar techniques in mass-marketing campaigns that would 
inflame and channel people’s desires in support of a mass consumer culture, 
in which demand for the latest consumer goods would expand without limit. 
“The Century of Self (Full Documentary),” YouTube video, uploaded by “Da- 
vid Lessig,” July 9, 2015, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e]3RzGoQCus. 
Michael Fay, of the Wildlife Conservation Society, used similar strategies to 
great effect in promoting the creation of national parks in Gabon at the turn 
of the millennium. Taking a page from Grzimek’s playbook, Fay used show- 
manship and popular media to conjure a distinctive form of conservation gov- 
ernmentality (see Garland 2008 for details). 

The denazification hearings at the end of WWII determined Grzimek to be 
a Mitlaufer (“fellow traveler”). This category referred to someone who was 
not charged with Nazi crimes, but whose involvement with the party was 
significant enough that they could not be exonerated of the crimes of the Nazi 


regime. While the details of Grzimek’s involvement are disputed, it appears 
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that he saw the party as a means of self-promotion (for details, see Bonner 
1994; Lekan 2011; Boes 2013). 

In June 2013 the British Government finally admitted responsibility for the 
atrocities of the internment camps and agreed to compensate surviving vic- 
tims. Ian Cobain, “Kenya: UK Expresses Regret over Abuse as Mau Promised 
Payout,” The Guardian, June 5, 2013, http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013 
/jun/os/kenyan-mau-mau-payout-uk-regret-abuse. 

This film documented the decimation of wildlife by safari hunters in what 
was then the Belgian Congo and which is now the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 

The only exception is a fleeting mention of Michael Grzimek reading a book 
on Mau during the Grzimeks’ time in Serengeti (Lekan 2011: 233). 

This assertion was eventually refuted by Homewood and Rodgers (1991) in 
their book Maasailand Ecology, which incorporated systematic research on the 
ecology of Maasai herding systems in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. 
Alan Root, “Professor Dr. Berhard Grzimek,” Serengeti National Park’s Of- 
ficial Website, 2000, http://www.serengeti.org/p_grzimek.html. 

Like Grzimek, Riefenstahl reinvented herself as a photographer-filmmaker in 
Africa. Whereas Grzimek’s work focused on putatively pristine African na- 
ture, however, her work focused on putatively pristine African people. The pair 
met in Congo during the shooting of No Place for Wild Animals and later co- 
produced the coffee-table book Visions of Paradise (1978). 

Boes (2013) suggests that some of the aerial camera techniques in Serengeti 
Shall Not Die! are directly influenced by opening sequences in Riefenstahl’s 
Triumph of the Will, in which Hitler gazes from a plane upon the masses of 
party members and soldiers who are gathering for the Nazi Party Congress in 
Nuremberg in 1934. 

Much has been written about the role of Western conservation in the East 
African transition to independence; I will not present an exhaustive account 
of that entire history. For fuller accounts see Adams and McShane 1992; Bon- 
ner 1994; Neumann 1998; Igoe 2004; and Lekan 2011). 

According to historical conversion tables, the exchange rate of Deutsche 
Marks to U.S. Dollars was approximately 4:1 in 1960. According to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Inflation Calculator, $500 in 1960 would have had the same 
buying power as $4,071 in 2016. Grzimek’s conjured package tours would still 
be an excellent deal in the present day. Harold Marcuse, “Historical Dollar- 


to-Marks Currency Conversion Page: Converting Value-then to Value-now: 
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Inflation Calculators,” UC Santa Barbara, last updated February 9, 2013, 
http://www.history.ucsb.edu/faculty/marcuse/projects/currency.htm#infcalc; 
“CPI Inflation Calculator,” U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, accessed Septem- 
ber 25, 2016, http://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm. 

This quote is from TANAPA’ official website: http://tanzaniaparks.go.tz 
/corporate-information.html. 

I direct readers who would like to know more about the socioecological com- 
plexities of elephant conservation between Eastern and Southern Africa to 
Raymond Bonner’s (1994) journalistic exposé, At the Hand of Man. In brief, 
Bonner connects East African ivory poaching to Cold War politics and the 
related infusion of automatic weapons into regional conflicts by the Soviet 
Union. These weapons greatly facilitated the poaching of elephants by former 
combatants. Bonner also argues that while ivory poaching in Eastern Africa 
was wiping out Eastern African herds, herds in parts of Southern Africa were 
growing at rates that threatened the local ecosystems and thus the survival of 
wildlife in those areas. 

With a herd of 2,500 animals in 2006, the landscape in and around Tarangire 
and Lake Manyara National Parks boasted the highest density of elephants 
in Tanzania and among the highest for all of Africa (Foley and Foley 2006). 
Given a doubling rate of 7 percent per annum, as high as elephantly possible 
(Sachedina 2008), the herd was set to double once every decade. 

“Elephants,” African Wildlife Foundation, archived web page, January 7, 2007, 
http://web.archive.org/web/20070103000752/http://www.awf.org/section 
/wildlife/elephants. 

“AWF Adoption Collections,” Endangered Species Chocolate, archived web 
page, Internet Archive, November 3, 2011, http://web.archive.org/web/2or111 
03151622/http://chocolatebar.com/categories. php?category=Gift-Collections 
/AWF-Adoption-Collections. 

“Adopt an Elephant Collections,” Endangered Species Chocolate, archived 
web page, Internet Archive, May 11, 2012, http://web.archive.org/web/20120511 
035440/http://chocolatebar.com/categories.php?category=Gift-Collections 
/AWF-Adoption-Collections/Adopt-a-Elephant-Collections. 

“Join AWF’s Elephant Conservation Research Project,” African Wildlife Foun- 
dation, archived web page, Internet Archive, February 4, 2007, http://web 
.archive.org/web/20070204110026/http://www.awf.org/content/action/detail 
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CHAPTER 2 


. The official Maasai Steppe Heartland map gives the total territory at 22,233 
square kilometers. 

. Quoted from the promotional video, “A Campaign to Save Africas Heart- 
land,” YouTube video, uploaded by “African Wildlife Foundation,” Janu- 
ary 28, 2008, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wiHmLRFwtjo&index=4 
&list=PL33ADFrA24915BAF7. 

. “The African Heartlands,” African Wildlife Foundation, archived web page, 
Internet Archive, July 8, 2007, http://web.archive.org/web/20070708221252 
/http://www.awf.org/section/heartlands. 

. In an official AWF report, Sumba, Bergin, and Jones (2005: 3) explain, “To 
bring land under conservation in Heartlands . . . AWF enters agreements 
with willing landowners to ensure sustainable land management on critical 
ecological lands. More recently AWF has worked with landowners and other 
partners to form versatile land conservation trusts to secure land for long-term 
conservation. A wide range of legal and economic tools—such as easements, 
direct purchase, management, and direct payments—exist to help bring land 
under conservation through these trusts. It is against this background that 
the Tanzanian Land Conservation Trust was formed to acquire the Manyara 
Ranch in the MSH [Maasai Steppe Heartland].” 

. “Supporting Tanzania’s National Parks,” African Wildlife Foundation, ar- 
chived web page, Internet Archive, July 14, 2007, http://web.archive.org/web 
/20070714210620/http://www.awf.org/content/solution/detail/3507. 

. Maa is a Nilotic language spoken by people who identify as Maasai and by nu- 
merous other groups, including Njemps, Ndorobo, Wakwavi, Rendille, Aru- 
sha and others. 

. Following the colonial carve-up of Africa by European powers at the Berlin 
Conference of 1885, the area that is now mainland Tanzania became the Ger- 
man colony of Tanganyika. Germany surrendered its colonies at the close of 
WWI in 1918, and Tanganyika became a British protectorate till gaining inde- 
pendence in 1961. Finally, in 1964, Tanganyika joined a union with the island 
nation of Zanzibar to form the United Republic of Tanzania. 

. The only exceptions are Arusha and Kilimanjaro National Parks, at the peaks 
of Mt. Meru and Mt. Kilimanjaro, respectively. Although Maasai herders 
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sometimes used the lower slopes of these mountains as emergency pasture 
during droughts, they were not included in the Maasai reserve. The slopes of 
these mountains are inhabited by agricultural groups, including Maa-speaking 
Arusha people, who are closely related to the Maasai (for details, see Spear 
1997; Hodgson 2001). 

‘The cover of my first book, Conservation and Globalization, features a photo- 
graph of a white tourist, a middle-aged woman, dancing with a Maasai war- 
rior, a young man. Thanks to Edward Bruner for sharing that photograph. 
“Supporting Tanzania’s National Parks.” 

In practice such restrictions were tricky, as it was often necessary to allow 
some “Swahili” people to live in the territory as laborers of public-works proj- 
ects, such as bush clearance for tsetse eradication, in which Maasai living in 
the territory refused to participate (Hodgson 2001: 102). In general usage, 
“Swahili” usually refers to coastal and island peoples. Maasai in this part of 
Tanzania use the term “Swahili” to refer to a wide diversity of non-Maasai 
people, some from places as far-flung as Congo, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Sev- 
eral elders I interviewed in the 1990s claimed to have been relocated from such 
locales as laborers, first on sisal plantations and then on public works proj- 
ects in the Maasai Reserve. Many Maasai I interviewed indicated that they 
needed “Swahili” people around to dig wells, build houses, and weed farms, 
and other labor-intensive activities. When asked why they needed “Swahili” 
for this kind of work, one of my key informants playfully responded, “Maasai 
mwenyewe hana hiyo hobi [A Maasai himself (he was referring to young male 
Maasai) does not have that hobby (i.e., manual labor) ].” 

For a particularly salient example of this kind of presentation, visit the web- 
site of the international group the Maasai Environmental Resource Coali- 
tion (MERC). While the website does not explicitly call for reestablishing 
the Maasai Reserve, it invokes Maasailand as “one of the world’s last great 
refuges”—language very similar to that which conservation biologists use to 
describe the Serengeti. MERC—Maasai Education, Research, and Conserva- 
tion Institute home, http:/Avww.maasaierc.org/. 

Traditionally young Maasai men have hunted lions to prove their prowess as 
part of their initiation into warrior age sets (Saitoti 1988). Recently a group of 
Western conservationists promoted an event called “The Maasai Olympics,” 
in Kenya as an alternative to traditional Maasai lion-hunting. A recent (2014) 
article in the Wall Street Journal promises the event will be “a spectacle as thrill- 


ing as any safari. The Olympics promise to draw hundreds of Maasai decked out 
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in their finest. Government dignitaries and sports stars are expected. And, given 
that it all takes place in the Sidai Oleng Wildlife Sanctuary, spectators should 
also include zebra, giraffe and elephants.” George Rush, “At the Maasai Olym- 
pics, Leaps Take the Place of Lions,” Wall Street Journal, November 6, 2014, 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/at-the-maasai-olympics-leaps-take-the-place 
-of-lion-killings-1415300961. 

“Supporting Tanzania’s National Parks.” 

The document had no title or authors, but its arguments and figures bore a re- 
markable resemblance to an article by Frankfurt Zoological Society Director 
Markus Borner (1985) called “The Increasing Isolation of Tarangire National 
Park.” The American tour operators who provided it to local Maasai claimed 
they obtained it during a meeting between a group of Western conservation- 
ists and Tanzanian conservation officials. 

Several Swahili terms are invoked in association with these people: wageni 
(“strangers,” even though they are often well known to the person who is 
speaking about them), wasio wa hapa (“who are not of here,” even though they 
may have been living in a place for three or four generations), and waliofika 
(“those who have arrived,” even though they have often been in an area for 
as long, and sometimes longer, than groups who claim a status of original be- 
longing. Walioftka is a term that invokes colonial notions of autochthony. 
Goldman’s long-term research, in and around Manyara Ranch, documents the 
complex histories and processes of inclusion, exclusion, representation, and 
wildlife conservation associated with this contested and palimpsest territory. 
“U.S. Treasury Secretary Hank Paulson Visits Manyara Ranch,” archived 
web page, archive-us-2012.com, archived November 2012, http://www.archive 
-us-2012.com/us/i/2012—11-01_576482_49/U-S-Treasury-Secretary- Hank 
-Paulson-Visits-Manyara-Ranch/. 


CHAPTER 3 


“Area Information,” Manyara Ranch Conservancy, accessed June 5, 2015, 
http://manyararanch.com/area-information/. 

Bruner compares Maasai cultural performances in three different settings, 
which he labels postcolonial, postindependence, and postmodern. ‘The first is 
Mayers Ranch, a white Kenyan homestead refurbished as a tourist attraction, 


in which Western tourists bask in colonial nostalgia. The second is Bomas of 
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Kenya, a state-sponsored entertainment complex, in which Maasai cultural 
performances are incorporated into a larger nationalist vision of a multicul- 
tural African nation state. The final is a sundowner in the Maasai Mara, where 
boundaries are blurred and tourists sip champagne and eat while intermixing 
and dancing with Maasai cultural performers. 

. In 201, Tanzania received 1 million visitors for the first time. The Tanzania 
Tourist Board expected 2 million visitors in 2014. Elisha Mayallah, “Tanzania 
Cheerful on Tourism Growth,” AllAfrica, April 12, 2014, http://allafrica.com 
/stories/201404140177-html. 

. A Google search for “Tanzania + volunteer” yields dozens of pages of results 
and images of volunteers too numerous to count, illuminating both the scope 
of volunteer-abroad programs and the immense popularity of Tanzania as a 
volunteer hotspot. 

. These transformations reflect broader trends beyond the scope of the cur- 
rent conversation but which include the rise of “philanthrocapitalism” (Bishop 
and Green 2008; Richey and Ponte 2011; Munk 2013), celebrity conservation 
and humanitarianism (Brockington 2009 and 2014), “voluntourism” (Mosta- 
fanezhad 2014), overseas studies (Catton and Santos 2009); and global higher 
education (Handler 2013; Looser 2012). 

. Perhaps the most notable example is the Millennium Villages Project, which 
seeks to fulfill the UN Millennium Development Goals in a selection of vil- 
lages across Africa. The idea is to infuse significant monetary resources into 
these villages to help them overcome a crucial set of interlocking poverty prob- 
lems. A key assumption of this project, and one of the most debatable, is that 
the villages will be proving grounds for integrated development and that suc- 
cesses achieved in specific villages can be scaled up to achieve similar results at 
national and regional levels (Munk 2014). 

. The first image I encountered was from 2004, features a group of Tanzanian 
and Western wildlife professionals gathered around, and intently focused on 
another replica of this map at an unspecified location in the Maasai Steppe. “An 
Integrated Plan to Conserve the Kwakuchinja Corridor, N. Tanzania,” Whitley 
Fund for Nature, accessed August 1, 2016, http://whitleyaward.org/winners 
/conserving-kwakuchinja-corridor-tanzania/. In the promotional video, About 
AWF (at time signature 2:42-3:04), a former ranch manager can be seen per- 
forming a portion of the same presentation he made to us at the AWF offices 
(and probably around the same time). “About AWF,” YouTube video, uploaded 
by “African Wildlife Foundation,” August 30, 2007, https://www.youtube.com 
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/watch>v=Pg8NDWsUfs. The cover of USAID’ (2008) Evaluation of the Global 
Conservation Program features a photograph of another former ranch manager, 
standing with a similar map at an aesthetically similar spot. USAID, “Evalu- 
ation of the Global Conservation Program (GCP): Final Evaluation Pro- 
gram,” May 2008, http://www.brucebyersconsulting.com/wp-content/uploads 
/2011/07/GCP-Evaluation-Final-Report-2008.pdf. My unverifiable but edu- 
cated guess is that all of these images were captured at Manyara Ranch and in 


close time and space proximity to one another. 


. The AWF working paper on land conservation trusts is available online: Daudi 


Sumba, Patrick Bergin, and Clive Jones, “Land Conservation Trusts: A Case 
Study of Manyara Ranch, Tanzania,” AWF Working Papers, August 2005, 
http://www.awf. org/sites/default/files/media/Resources/Books%20and%20 
Papers/TLCT_Manyara_Ranch_Paper.pdf. 


. The Boma was established with support from USAID and the AWF, http:// 


www.awf.org/projects/esilalei-women%E2%80%ggs-cultural-boma, accessed 
August 1, 2016. 

“More Animals, More Money at Manyara Ranch,” Embassy of the United 
States: Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, press release, May 7, 2008, http://tanzania 
.usembassy.gov/pr_o5072008.html. 

‘The visits of the congressional delegation and Secretary Paulson were closely 
related to major restructurings of U.S. (and thus USAID) support for global 
conservation. As Sachedina (2008: 20) explains, the congressional delegates 
were part of the newly created International Conservation Caucus, a con- 
gressional body that works closely with large conservation NGOs. The safari 
was underwritten by the hedge fund billionaire Paul Tudor Jones, who owns 
a luxury lodge to the west of Serengeti and has pledged to fund the Seren- 
geti International Airport. Shortly before visiting the Manyara Ranch School, 
Hank and Wendy Paulson hosted the International Conservation Congress 
Foundation’s Congressional International Conservation Gala in Washington, 
D.C. (“2007 U.S. Congressional International Conservation Gala,” archived 
web page, Internet Archive, March 21, 2015, http://web.archive.org/web/2o15 
0321073010/http://iccfoundation.us/what-we-do/awards/2007-US-interna 
tional-conservation-gala.html). The foundation is a nonprofit organization 
that supports the congressional caucus while working closely with major busi- 
ness leaders in forging a vision of conservation in which capitalism holds the 
solutions to the world’s environmental crises. See for example, “ICCF Leader- 


ship in Business Award,” archived web page, Internet Archive, March 4, 2016, 
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http://web.archive.org/web/20160304025915/http://iccfoundation.us/what-we-do 
/awards/business_award.html. For details of these transformations, see Cor- 
son (2010). 

“Manyara Ranch—Tanzania (African Wildlife Foundation),” YouTube video, 
uploaded by “GLP Films,” July 16, 2008, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v 
=oSog4BraJhQ. In 2009, this video toured REI and L.L. Bean stores through- 
out North America as part of a multimedia presentation supported by National 
Geographic Adventure. The event included in-store promotions, door prizes, 
and gear raffles from Timberland, Gregory, Keen Footwear, Lonely Planet, 
and ExOfficio, among others. National Geographic Adventure, “Sustainabil- 
ity Across Africa,” archived web page, Internet Archive, February 9, 2009, 
https://web.archive.org/web/20090209061813/http://www.greenlivingproject 


.com/events/. 


. “African Wildlife Foundation soth Anniversary Video,” YouTube video, 


posted by “African Wildlife Foundation,” May 17, 2011, https://www.youtube 
.com/watch?v=gmr_fjeZPww, accessed February roth, 2017. See also “About 
AWF,” YouTube video, posted by “African Wildlife Foundation,” August 31, 
2007, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pg3NDWsUf3s. 

At the end of the Green Living Project video, Maasai Steppe Director Steven 
Kiruswa briefly mentions the Burunge Wildlife Management Area, and we 
see a quick shot of non-Maasai officials in a nearby Mwada village (5:25-5:33) 
as well as non-Maasai women at the Mshikamano Village Women’s Weav- 
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For details see the New York Times topic page, “Elephants.” A Times article 
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CHAPTER 4 


. Staying mindful of two key critiques of scholarly engagements with neolib- 


eralism is also important. As Castree (2008) notes, diverse scholars and prac- 
titioners use the terms neoliberal and neoliberalism to discuss a wide variety of 
phenomena and situations that are not necessarily comparable or even similar. 
Ferguson (2010) further argues that some scholars exhibit a “knee-jerk” reac- 
tion to neoliberalism, dismissing out of hand any kind of intervention that 
may have neoliberal elements without due consideration of its progressive 
possibilities. For a brief introduction to neoliberal conservation, see Igoe and 
Brockington (2007). For a synthesized critique of neoliberal conservation, see 


Biischer et al. (2012). 


. Fletcher (2010) provides a useful synthesis of Foucault’s understandings of neolib- 


eralism in relation to nature conservation. He argues that neoliberal governmen- 
tality (techniques for managing people and nature) intervenes in environments 
to modify their variables according to preferred outcomes. If we assume, as neo- 


liberal thinkers do, that individual humans are motivated by a drive for personal 
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gain, then the central challenge becomes how we might reorder the environment 
so that people’s efforts to maximize gain can be channeled toward optimal out- 


comes. This insight is central to my formulations of ecofunctional nature. 


. The original BINGOs listed by Chapin are the Nature Conservancy, the 


World Wildlife Fund, and Conservation International. The list has since been 
expanded to include two relatively smaller organizations: the Wildlife Con- 
servation Society and the African Wildlife Foundation (Dowie 2009). These 
organizations are at the heart of what Brockington, Duffy, and Igoe (2009: 5) 


call “mainstream conservation.” 


. Others include Conservation International’s Biodiversity Hotspots, the World 


Wildlife Fund’s Ecoregions, and the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Living 


Landscapes. 


. These were the Nature Conservancy, Conservation International, the Wildlife 


Conservation Society, and the World Wildlife Fund. The African Wildlife 
Foundation subsequently became a conservation partner of the International 


Conservation Caucus Foundation. 


. “U.S. Congressional International Conservation Gala,” dinner program, In- 


ternational Conservation Caucus Foundation, September 18, 2007, http:// 


www.internationalconservation.org/publications/2007GalaProgram.pdf. 


. ICC charter, accessed August 5, 2016, http://royce.house.gov/internationalcon 


servation/icc%2ocharter.pdf. 


. “The Teddy Roosevelt Approach,” ICCF, accessed October 4, 2016, http:// 


www.internationalconservation.org/the-teddy-roosevelt-approach. 


. TEEB homepage, accessed October 4, 2016, http://www.teebweb.org/. Sukh- 


dev is a former senior banker at Deutsch Bank and head of the United Na- 
tions Environment Programme’s Green Economy Initiative. 

A headline of an interview with Sukhdev in The Ecologist reads “Pavan Sukhdev: 
You Can Have Progress Without GDP-Led Growth.” Tom Levitt, January 22, 
2010, http://www.theecologist.org/Interviews/402389/pavan_sukhdev_you_can 


have_progress_without_gdpled_growth.html. 


To quote the official IUCN description of the World Conservation Congress. 
“Forum,” IUCN World Conservation Congress: Hawaiʻi 2016, accessed Oc- 
tober 4, 2016, http://iucnworldconservationcongress.org/programme/forum. 

“Imagine Your Korea,” Korea Tourism Organization, accessed October 4, 2016, 
http://asiaenglish.visitkorea.or.kr/ena/SI/SI_EN_3_6.jsp?cid=1633518. I cannot 
contemplate the sweeping glass facades and atriums of the Jeju International 


Conference Center, without envisioning London’s Crystal Palace in its hey- 
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day. Both buildings are wonders of their time, full of sunlight, artwork, trees, 
stairways and balconies. Their grounds are carefully manicured and similarly 
elaborate, featuring gardens, sculptures, and fountains. 

For information and maps visit “Travel Highlights,” Imagine Your Korea, June 30, 
2016, http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_6.jsp?cid=2006849. 
“Journeys through the Forum,” IUCN, archived web page, Internet Archive, 
March 18, 2015, https://web.archive.org/web/20150318220802/http://iucn.org 
/congress_o8/forum/journeys. Journeys are offered again for the 2016 Con- 
gress in Hawaiʻi. “Journeys,” IUCN World Conservation Congress: Hawaiʻi 
2016, accessed August 16, 2016, http://www.iucnworldconservationcongress 
.org/programa/journeys. 

“Journeys through the Forum.” 

I have observed this in the aesthetics and discourses of the Congresses I have 
attended, and it has been widely commented on by proponents and critics 
alike. Positive media coverage of this prominent theme is described repeatedly 
in academic publications (see Sullivan 2009; MacDonald 2010b; Igoe, Neves, 
and Brockington 2010; Fletcher 2014). 

“About Congress,” IUCN World Conservation Congress: Hawaiʻi 2016, ac- 
cessed October 4, 2015, http://www.iucnworldconservationcongress.org/about 
/about-congress. 

Fletcher (2014) outlines a bundle of integrated techniques as follows: staging 
consensus, synchronizing discourse, expanding alliances, disciplining dissent, 
appropriating radical, and cynical reason. 

Debord was likewise interested in art appraisers as purveyors of value, but he 
saw them as exemplary of larger “networks of falsification’ through which oth- 
erwise nonexistent monetary value is brought into the world, as summed up in 


the following statement from Comments on the Society of the Spectacle (1998: 50): 


It suffices to hold onto the experts and appraisers, which is easy enough, to get 
things to go through, since in affairs of this kind, as in the others, it is the sale 
which authenticates all value. Afterwards, it is the collectors and museums, 
particularly in America, which, gorged on falsehood, will have an interest 
in upholding its good reputation, just as the International Monetary Fund 


maintains the fiction of a positive value in the huge debts of a hundred nations. 


Significantly, Biischer (2014) also argues that experts and their opinions are 
indispensable to “fictitious conservation,” through which nature’s financial 


values are generated. 
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CHAPTER 5 


1. I cannot encounter this statue without recalling a poignant scene from Tom 
Spanbauer’s novel, In the City of the Shy Hunters. After holding forth on some 
of the finer racist details of the statue, the main character, True Shot, proceeds 
resolutely into the museum. Passing through the Theodore Roosevelt Memo- 
rial Hall and maze of taxidermy animals, he reaches a diorama depicting a 
nineteenth-century Blackfeet family, where he weeps at the sight of his ances- 
tors suspended in time behind glass. “It is this way,” True Shot says between 
sobs, “I came, I saw, I conquered, I put it in a museum.” Trueshot then urinates 
openly on the glass facade of the offending diorama (Spanbauer 2001: 151). 

2. For details see the New York Times article called “Roosevelt’s Elephant.” Be- 
cause the Smithsonian sponsored Roosevelt’s 1909 expedition, most of the 
thousands of African animals he killed went to Washington. However, he did 
donate an elephant cow to the American Museum of Natural History, which 
his father helped to found in 1869. Roosevelt’s son Kermit shot the calf of his 
father’s kill, which also stands among the taxidermy herd at the center of the 
hall. Pollak, “Theodore Roosevelt’s Elephant.” 

3. See “Hublot Designs ‘Big Bang Out of Africa’ Luxury Watch in Support 
of AWF,” African Wildlife Foundation, press release, March 18, 2010, http:// 
www.awf.org/news/hublot-designs-big-bang-out-africa-luxury-watch-sup 
port-awf; “Corporate Partners,” African Wildlife Foundation, accessed Au- 
gust 22, 2016, http://www.awf.org/about/partners/corporate-partners. 

4. Pollak, “Theodore Roosevelt’s Elephant.” 

5. “Hublot Designs ‘Big Bang Out of Africa Luxury Watch in Support of AWF.” 

6. See “Big Bang Out of Africa,” The Watch Quote (blog), March 27, 2010, http:// 
www.thewatchquote.com/The-Hublot-Big-Bang-Out-of-Africa-promot 
ing-the-A frican-Wildlife-Foundation-No_7659.htm. 

7. As defined (or perhaps recognized) by marketers for Hublot. Ibid. 

8. Fora time, Endangered Species Chocolate was associated with a new defunct 
AWF Adoption Center and wildlife personas like Auntie Botlhe the lion- 
ess and Oltupai the elephant. “African Wildlife Adoption Center,” African 
Wildlife Foundation, archived web page, Internet Archive, January 5, 2011, 
https://web.archive.org/web/20110105113648/https://shop.awf.org/adopt/de 
fault.aspx. 
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. “10% Giveback Partner Report: rst Half 2014,” Endangered Species Chocolate 


and the Xerxes Society for Invertebrate Conservation, http://www.chocolate 
bar.com/docs/doc_qrpartner_report2014.pdf. 

One of the highest-rated Superbowl commercials for 2015 featured dancing 
furniture, animated by the power of an energy drink. The National Football 
League’s Superbowl television commercials are a cultural phenomenon in the 
United States, receiving nearly as much public attention as the championship 
game itself. “From Flying Pigs to Dancing Furniture: A Recap of the Best 
Super Bowl 2015 Commercials,” News18.com, February 2, 2015, http://www 
.ibnlive.com/news/buzz/from-flying-pigs-to-dancing-furniture-a-recap-of 
-the-best-super-bowl-2015-commercials-965210.html. 
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For instance, Angelina Jolie and Madonna are both associated with a “style 
of living and viewing” that involves posing with African children, which is 
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women volunteering in Africa. The ubiquity of such images is reflected in satiri- 
cal websites that have gone viral at universities: Padraic, “Gurl Goes to Africa,” 
Dear Toto (blog), January 10, 2014, https://deartoto.wordpress.com/2014/o1/10 
/gurl-goes-to-africa/, accessed February 10, 2017. The satirical newspaper The 
Onion recently rant this headline: “6-Day Visit to Rural African Village Com- 
pletely Changes Woman's Facebook Profile Picture,” January 28, 2014, http:// 
www.theonion.com/article/6-day-visit-to-rural-african-village-completely 


-ch-35083. 


. The national broadcast on ABC, which introduced Americans to the famous 


theme park, can be watched on YouTube. “t955 Disneyland Opening Day [Com- 
plete ABC Broadcast],” YouTube video, posted by “Marcio Disney,” July 16, 
2011, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuzrZET-3Ew. 

In the ABC special, Old Faithful, sponsored by the Chevrolet Division of 
General Motors Company. “Old Faithful (1973),” Shock Cinema, accessed 
August 28, 2016, http://www.shockcinemamagazine.com/oldfaithful.html. 
Per Federal Reserve statistics, the average American household owes $7,327 in 
credit card debt (s891 billion in total debt). Though total household debt has de- 
clined somewhat in recent years, this is because of default more than repayment. 


Erin El Issa, “2016 American Household Credit Card Debt Study,” Nerdwallet, 
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accessed August 29, 2016, http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/credit-card-data 
/average-credit-card-debt-household/. 


. “McDonald’s Launches DreamWorks’ Bee Movie Global Happy Meal,” Con- 


servation International, press release, October 22, 2007, http://www.conserva 
tion.org/NewsRoom/pressreleases/Pages/102207_bee-good-to-the-planet.aspx. 
This information is from the website of Jason Anderson. “Case Study: En- 
dangered Animals Happy Meal: A Partnership with McDonald’s Europe,” Ja- 
son W. Anderson, accessed August 24, 2016, http://jasonwanderson.com/case 
-studies/mcdonalds-endangered-animals-happy-meal.html. According to his 
CV, Anderson worked for Conservation International between 2001 and 2011 
as director of marketing and communications in the Corporate Partnership 
Division and senior director of communication strategies and campaigns. “Se- 
nior Communications + Marketing Executive,” Jason W. Anderson, accessed 
August 24, 2016, http://jasonwanderson.com/resume.html. 

“Jack Black Speaks for Pandas—Conservation International (CI),” YouTube 
video, posted by “Conservation International,” November 7, 2008, https:// 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8s_YoSzWq-A. 

“McDonald’s and CI Team Up to Protect China’s Panda Habitats,” Conserva- 
tion International, press release, June 10, 2008, http://www.conservation.org 


/NewsRoom/pressreleases/Pages/CI_McDonalds_team_up_for_China_pan 


das. aspx. 

“Endangered Animals Happy Meal Campaign,” Vimeo video, posted by “Ja- 
son W. Anderson,” July 2, 2011, https://vimeo.com/25900968. 

Although the platform is now deactivated, I visited it on several occasions 
when it was active. 

“Dawn Helps Save Wildlife,” Dawn, accessed August 24, 2014, http://www 
.dawn-dish.com/us/dawn/savingwildlife. 

“For Oiled Wildlife, Dawn Cleans Best: Page 2,” Discovery News, Novem- 
ber 27, 2012, archived web page, Internet Archive, March 14, 2015, https://web 
.archive.org/web/20150314044148/http://news.discovery.com/animals/endan 
gered-species/dawn-detergent-oil-spills-animalsr.htm. 

“Dawn—Wash Away,” online video, posted by “Assembly Films,” September 3, 
2014, https://vimeo.com/105128627. 

“Dawn Helps Save Wildlife.” 

The page now has 920,000 “likes,” double what it had when I last checked 
(Igoe 2013). 


27. 


28. 
29. 
30. 


31. 


32. 


33- 


34. 


35. 


36. 


37- 


38. 


39- 


NOTES TO PAGES 98-100 139 


“Dawn Junior Wildlife Champions!,” Marine Mammal Center, accessed Au- 
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-campaigns/dawn-junior-wildlife. html?referrer=https://www.google.com/. 
“Dawn Helps Save Wildlife.” 
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“Green World Campaign,” EarthWays Foundation, https://www.earthways 
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sumers, who complained that they looked too much like the silver Diet Coke 
cans. Jacqui Goddard, “Coca Cola Drops ‘Polar Bear’ Cans Because Consumers 
Prefer to See Red,” The Telegraph, December 3, 2011, http://www. telegraph.co.uk 
/foodanddrink/foodanddrinknews/8933476/Coca-Cola-drops-polar-bear-cans 
-because-consumers-prefer-to-see-red.html, accessed August 24, 2016. 

See “Arctic Home Campaign Fact Sheet,” Coca-Cola, press release, Novem- 
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paign-fact-sheet. 
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“Arctic Home White Carpet Party Backstage Pass,” YouTube video, posted 
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cyoutube.com/watch?v=haJg8ryVkik. For a written review of the event, see 
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tries. Numerous organizations offer online e-waste facts for the browsing. 
“Dawns No. 1 Status for Oiled Bird Rescue Remains a Mystery,” New York 
Times, June 15, 2010, http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2010/06/29/29greenwire 


-dawns-no-1-status-for-oiled-bird-rescue-remain-67949.html. 
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“Richard Branson on Climate Change—Conservation International (CI),” 
YouTube video, posted by “Conservation International,” August 31, 2009, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YhUVIoanXo. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 

In his 2006 editorial on the ethics of geoengineering, Crutzen suggests that 
injecting sulfur into the stratosphere could be an expedient solution to climate 
change relative to cultural and political solutions, which may never find solutions 
or only when it is already too late. He acknowledges that this is less than an ideal 
solution, but could at least buy time for longer and more complex processes. These 
arguments are now a starting point for many debates on climate change ethics. 
“Follow the Frog English Version MP4,” YouTube video, posted by “Typhoo 
India,” April 20, 2015, https://www.youtube.com/watch>v=PsenZ6dvAUo. 
“Hidden Consequences,” You Tube video, posted by “Rainforest Alliance,” Sep- 
tember 15, 2013, https://www.youtube.com/watch>v=QuqHJBWsPes. 
“Rainforest Alliance—How to Shop Safely: Follow the Frog,’” online video, 
posted by “Latte Creative,” accessed February 10, 2017, http://www.adforum 
.com/creative-work/ad/player/34469503/how-to-shop-safely-follow-the-frog 
/rainforest-alliance. 

“Follow the Frog,” YouTube video, posted by “Rainforest Alliance,” Septem- 
ber 16, 2012, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3iIkOi3srLo. 

“FSC® Certified by the Rainforest Alliance,” Century, accessed August 25, 
2016, https://www.centuryfurniture.com/sustainability.aspx?show=fsc; “Find 
Certified Products,” Rainforest Alliance, accessed August 25, 2016, http://www 
.tainforest-alliance.org/shopthefrog. 

“Sustainable Tourism,” archived web page, Internet Archive, June 21, 2015, http:// 
web.archive.org/web/20150621020433/http://sustainabletrip.org/tourism. 
“Follow the Frog English Version MP4.” 

Elena Schor, “Dawn's No.1 Status for Bird Washing Remains a Mystery,” New 
York Times, June 29, 2010, http://www.nytimes.com/gwire/2010/06/29/29green 


wire-dawns-no-1-status-for-oiled-bird-rescue-remain-67949.html. 


CHAPTER 6 


. Critics have correctly noted that Apthorpe’s sweeping formulations of Aid- 


land also flattens the diversity of development workers and thus the messy and 
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contested ways development actually gets done. However, many social scientists 
have noted how development workers tend to create a world unto themselves, 
and the Aidland “allegory,” as Apthorpe (2013) calls it, has proven immensely 
generative for studies of development workers and how they make sense of the 
world (see Fechter and Hindman 2011). 

. John Vidal, “Tanzanian Land Rights Victory Earns Maasai Leader Gold- 
man Prize,” The Guardian, April 17, 2016, https://www.theguardian.com/global 
-development/2016/apr/18/tanzania-land-rights-victory-earns-masaai-leader 
-goldman-prize-edward-loure. 

. “Introducing the 2016 Goldman Prize Winners,” the Goldman Environ- 
mental Prize, April 17, 2016, http://www.goldmanprize.org/blog/introducing 
-the-2016-goldman-prize-winners/. 

. Iam assuming that most readers are familiar with these movements, and those 
who are not can readily learn something about them through online research. Two 
key sources are of course the websites of Black Lives Matter (http://blacklives 
matter.com/) and the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe (http://standingrock.org/). 
It is also important to note that while these movements began in the United 
States, they are both globally ramifying and are increasingly finding expres- 
sion in many other contexts. 

. Guy Debord and Henri Lefebvre were compatriots in the Situationist move- 
ment at the turn of the 1960s, during which their mutual influence was so 
strong that it is difficult to discern where one man’s ideas ended and the oth- 


er’s began (Jappe 1999: 77-91; Merrifield 2006: 31-38). 
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migration research is challenged by Malinka herself, indicating that belonging to 
a generation can be a lot more ambiguous and complex if we take into considera- 
tion the subjective evaluation of the individuals themselves. As we have seen, 
Malinka moved from Berlin to Poznan at a very young age, where she spent five 
years of her early childhood. She incorporates this early relocation of her center 
of life into her self-perception. As for the categorization of “migrant genera- 
tions,” Malinka perceives herself as having been born in Poland: 


Malinka: “Sometimes I say like well I’m a native-born from Poland [...].” 

A.W.: “But interestingly enough, you were not born in Poland.” 

Malinka: “Yeah, but I come from Poland. That’s right! [Laughter] It is a little complicat- 
ed, because my parents and my whole family comes from Poland. I was born here, but I 
was in Poland and the first language I acquired was Polish. In fact, I started with German, 
but I quickly forgot it. It did not stick [...] Exactly, therefore I do say that I’m a native- 
born from Poland. Yes, indeed.” (11.940-960)° 


This excerpt illustrates the ambiguity in Malinka’s self-perception about the 
place she was born. Usually, based on their “birthplace,” individuals are catego- 
rized in different “migrant generations.” Malinka perceives herself to be born in 
Poland. She does not realize that her statement of being born in Poland is factu- 
ally incorrect. When I brought this incongruity to her attention, Malinka became 
irritated before acknowledging my point. She objectively agrees that she was 
not, in fact, born in Poland, but she subjectively does not distance herself from 


60 Malinka: “Ja, manchmal sage ich so naja, also gebiirtig bin ich aus Polen [...].” 
A.W.: “Aber interessanterweise kommst du ja gar nicht gebiirtig aus Polen.” 
Malinka: “Ja, ich komme ja aus Polen. Stimmt! [Lachen] Das ist so ein bisschen kom- 
pliziert, weil meine Eltern und meine ganze Familie kommt aus Polen. Ich bin hier 
geboren, und war ja auch in Polen und die erste Sprache die ich gelernt habe war ja 
Polnisch. Ich habe zwar mit Deutsch auch angefangen, aber das habe ich schnell ver- 
gessen, das war noch nicht so manifestiert [...] Genau, deswegen sage ich schon dass 


ich gebiirtig aus Polen komme. Ja, genau.” 
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her earlier statement. She rather defends her subjective perception about where 
she was born. She sees this statement as (subjectively) true, which is in line with 
the well-known Thomas-theorem: “If men define situations as real, they are real 
in their consequences.” (Thomas/Thomas 1928; see also Merton 1995) “Being 
born in Poland” is true for her and she therefore defines her situation according- 
ly, making her biographical experiences rather comply with the experiences of 
the generation 1.5 (Rumbaut 2012), and not the second generation. In this sense, 
Malinka constructs a meaning of Poland not only as the country of her cultural 
origin and the country where her whole family lives, but also as the country in 
which she was born. Thus, she affirms her belonging to Poland: culturally and 
geographically. This re-positioning of the birthplace is strongly linked with her 
early experiences of bi-localism while living a transnational childhood. 


Immigration or Mobility? 


Malinka’s educational pathway was ordinary until her senior years, i.e., after she 
graduated middle school and pursued her Abitur in another school in Berlin. 
Though she does not mention which school she attended, in the German school 
system it can only be the Gymnasium, an academic high school, or the 
Gesamtschule, a comprehensive high school, in which students can acquire the 
Abitur certificate. These senior years usually take three years. For Malinka, this 
time of schooling leads to an interesting development: 


“Then I continued with the senior years [laughter]. Oh, one year I was here and one year I 
was in the United States, right. I had a year abroad there. I thought it was really good.” 
(11.260f)*! 


She immediately emphasizes how much she enjoyed her year abroad in the Unit- 
ed States. She must have been about sixteen years old when she relocated her 
center of life from Berlin to Sacramento for a temporally-restricted amount of 
one year. Curious about how this experience came about, I asked Malinka to tell 
me more about it. Basically, she had set her mind to go there: 


“T’m not sure whether I watched a movie about the USA or the exchange program, but at 


some point, I had it in mind to go to the USA at any rate, definitely to California. [...] We 


61 “Dann ging es mit dem Abi weiter [Lachen] Ach, da habe ich ein Jahr hier gemacht 
und dann war ich ein Jahr in den USA. Da habe ich Auslandsjahr gemacht. Das fand 
ich richtig gut.” 
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watched those series ‘Beverly Hills’ and ‘Melrose Place’ [...]. Certainly, I knew I wanted 


to get away. So, for one year, so one year abroad.” (11.294-301)6? 


Malinka cannot recollect how she came up with this idea. She indicates that her 
wish to go to California may have been influenced by the media. In this context, 
she mentions having watched popular fictional television series set in California. 
At this point in time, Malinka painted a picture of the United States, in particular 
of California, as a desirable place to live. Constructing such a positive imaginary 
on the basis of popular television series influenced her destination. Malinka con- 
ceived of doing a student exchange in the form of a “year abroad” as a realistic 
option to fulfil her desire to get away. In order to put this possibility into prac- 
tice, she needed to organize it: “So there were organizations that organized this 
kind of thing. I applied to several of them and then I went with one of them.” 
(11.310f9% Evidently, organizing a student exchange requires knowledge of the 
different channels and organizations that offer such services. Malinka gained all 
the necessary knowledge and completed the application process. She actively 
took care of these tasks in order to make her wish come true. However, her 
mother was a little skeptical about her daughter’s idea to go abroad at first, but 
she got “on board” quite fast. Malinka did not need to persuade her much 
(1.322): “Well, [my mother] has always let me follow my own path. So, she al- 
ways supported me in what I wanted to do.” (11.323ff)™ At this point in her life- 
course, Malinka had a boyfriend, whom she had been with for two or three years 
by then, but she wanted to go anyway (1.312ff). She was with him during the 
whole year abroad. It was thus a proactive decision on the part of Malinka, a 
self-initiated biographical experience, which would have far-reaching conse- 
quences for her life-path. The year abroad in Sacramento was “the best year” for 
Malinka: 


62 “Ich weiß nicht ob ich mal ’nen Film über die USA gesehen habe oder über das Aus- 
tauschprogramm, aber irgendwann hatte ich den Gedanken: ‘Ich fahr auf jeden Fall in 
die USA, auf jeden Fall nach Kalifornien.’ [...] Man hat ja damals auch diese Serien 
geschaut ‘Beverly Hills’ und ‘Melrose Place’ [...]. Auf jeden Fall wusst’ ich, ich will 
weg. Also, ich will ein Jahr also ein Austauschjahr machen.” 

63 “Es gab also Organisationen, die es organisiert haben. [...] Ich habe mich bei mehre- 
ren beworben und dann [...] bin ich mit einer gegangen.” 

64 “Also, [meine Mutter] hat mich, glaube ich, auch immer schon so meinen Weg gehen 


lassen. Also, immer indem auch unterstützt was ich dann machen wollte.” 
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“And then I was there, yes and it was great. It was really one of my best years. I thought it 
was awesome in the USA. I was with this host family and I met new friends quite fast [...] 
and then I did a lot of things. Right from the beginning, I did a lot with the people there, 
right, after school and on the weekends and it was really a great year [...] for me. It was a 
great year.” (11.314-318)°° 


She enjoyed the mobility experience in Sacramento very much. She especially 
liked having made many new friends, establishing good relationships with her 
host family and fellow students at the high school. For her, this experience was 
exceptionally positive. One reason might be that Malinka did not face strong 
language barriers. Learning English at school provided her with a good basis on 
which she was able to build. Again, Malinka improved her foreign language 
skills “automatically” as she likes to say. She reflects about her experiences of 
learning languages and concludes that she does not put herself under pressure: 
“T’m this kind of a person who does not stress myself or I don’t think about it so 
much. It simply happens, and it was exactly the case with my English, so it hap- 
pened that I improved it and it was [...] good.” (I1.347ff) However, Malinka’s 
“best year” eventually came to an end. The mobility experience to the United 
States was temporally-restricted. It is institutionally predetermined for high 
school students to go abroad for one year at the most so that they are able to re- 
turn and graduate at their home institutions. This is exactly what Malinka did. 
She returned to Berlin and attained her Abitur. She remembers that coming back 
to Berlin was difficult for her: 


“It was difficult. It is always difficult for me to return and settle down again when I’ve 
been abroad for a long time. Perhaps there is something a bit like a red thread, which 
hooks somehow. When I was coming back from Poland, well, it was also difficult. It was 
also the school, being there again, it was difficult. At the beginning, I had difficulty get- 


ting on track there and the people [...] I have good friends in Berlin, but somehow, I 


65 “Und dann war ich da und es war toll. Es war echt mit das beste Jahr. Also, ich fand’s 
super in den USA. Ich hatte auch diese Gastfamilie und ich habe auch recht schnell 
Freunde getroffen und [...] ich hab’ dann auch recht viel gemacht. Also, von Anfang 
an immer viel unternommen mit den Leuten, also nach der Schule und auch am Wo- 
chenende und es war echt ein tolles Jahr [...] für mich. Es war ein super Jahr.” 

66 “Ich bin auch ein Mensch, ich mache mir nicht so viel Stress oder nicht so viele Ge- 
danken. Es kommt dann einfach und genauso war das mit dem Englisch, also es kam 


halt und es war [...] gut.” 
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missed the USA. It then got into my head, well, I want to go back to the USA.” (11.337- 
34467 


Malinka points out that she struggled to reintegrate in Berlin. She had difficulties 
keeping up with classes and she missed her friends in the United States. Intri- 
guingly, she not only reflects on the difficulties of returning back to Berlin from 
the United States, but she relates it to her first move from Poland to Berlin. She 
clearly sees parallels between these two life situations of “being away and com- 
ing back.” It constitutes a red thread in her life, which she describes as “hook- 
ing.” Here, a striking similarity comes to the fore: she always seems to miss 
something. She seems to regret not being where she was before. Painting the im- 
age of a “hooking red thread” going through her life, Malinka stresses not know- 
ing how to deal with these repetitive situations of struggling to reintegrate. For 
this mobility experience, Malinka coped with this situation by developing the 
idea of going back to the United States eventually. However, another reason for 
facing difficulties once back in Berlin may be related to her former boyfriend. 
As mentioned earlier, the relationship was still going on when Malinka left for 
the United States, yet it abruptly ended when she came back and found out that 
her former boyfriend maintained a close relationship with another girl: 


“Because in the end when I came back, I found out that my boyfriend somehow, sometime 
his/ just before departure to the USA or so that he was with a friend of mine, or acquaint- 
ance or someone from school with whom I was friends. Anyway, then I broke up. Right, 
we had seen each other after I returned and then I found out about it. It was, of course, a 
big drama and then [...] we broke up. That was a good thing. That was a good thing.” 
(11.352-358) % 


67 “Das war schwierig. Fiir mich ist es immer schwierig wenn ich eine langere Zeit im 
Ausland bin und wieder zurtick komme, mich dann wieder so einzuleben. Also, ir- 
gendwie ist da vielleicht auch ein bisschen so ein roter Faden, der hakt irgendwie. 
[Als ich] aus Polen wiedergekommen [bin], war es auch schwierig. [...] Die Schule 
fand ich dann wieder auch schwierig. Da hatte ich auch anfangs meine Schwierigkei- 
ten da wieder reinzukommen und die Leute. [...] Ich hatte [...] gute Freunde in Berlin 
aber irgendwie hab’ ich dann auch schon die USA vermisst. Es hat sich dann schon so 
in mein Kopf reingesetzt, also ich will wieder nach USA.” 

68 “Weil im Endeffekt als ich dann wiedergekommen bin, habe ich rausgefunden, dass 
mein Freund dann, kurz bevor ich in die USA gegangen [...], dass er mit einer Freun- 
din von mir, oder Bekannten oder also jemand aus der Schule mit der ich auch be- 


freundet war. Wie auch immer und dann habe ich Schluss gemacht. Also, wir haben 
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Malinka’s former boyfriend engaged in another relationship, but already before 
Malinka’s actual departure. She, however, only learned about it when she came 
back from the United States; one year later. She subsequently ended the relation- 
ship, which had been—to use her words—a “drama.” In a way, the mobility ex- 
perience to the United States made it possible for this relationship to last longer. 
Malinka, however, emphasizes post hoc that ending the relationship was a good 
thing to do. 

Having had a great time abroad and facing struggles with her life in Berlin 
reinforced her desire to go back to the United States. In fact, her mobility experi- 
ence to the United States triggered further mobility orientations that Malinka was 
eventually to put into practice: 


“[The year abroad in the USA] was somehow really great and then I came back, and I 
graduated. And I was thinking because I enjoyed the year in the USA so much that I 
somehow want to live there [laughter]. It was kind of my goal. But right after graduation, I 
guess I was working for a year or so and I think I started studying economics and then I 
told myself: ‘Nope, I want to give it a shot in the USA’ and I had such a good relationship 
with my host family and they said: ‘Yes, if you come, you can live with us and attend the 
city college’ and that was what I did.” (11.280-287)° 


In this quote, Malinka presents the consequences of her stay abroad in respect to 
her future plans: she wanted to go back to the United States in order to live there 
without having a pre-determined restriction on the time of her stay, or, to put it 
differently: she wanted to immigrate there. Malinka creates a positive imaginary 
of the United States, which was enhanced by her positive mobility experience 
there. Indeed, it was so powerful that it promoted a desire to immigrate and live 


uns dann halt noch gesehen als ich wiedergekommen bin und dann habe ich das raus- 
bekommen. Es war natiirlich auch so’n Drama und [...] dann habe ich Schluss ge- 
macht. Das war auch gut so. Das war auch gut so.” 

69 “[Das Auslandsjahr in den USA] war irgendwie ganz toll und dann bin ich wiederge- 
kommen und dann habe ich hier das Abi zu Ende gemacht. Ich dachte ja weil ich die 
USA so toll fand’, dass ich irgendwie in den USA leben will [Lachen]. Das war ir- 
gendwie so mein Ziel. Aber gleich nach dem Abi, ich glaube, ich habe dann ein biss- 
chen gearbeitet dann so ein Jahr oder so habe ich gearbeitet und ich habe dann auch 
mit BWL angefangen und dann habe ich aber gesagt: ‘Nee, ich will’s jetzt doch in den 
USA versuchen’ und hatte so guten Kontakt zu meiner Gastfamilie und die meinten 
so: ‘Ja, wenn du kommst, kannst auch bei uns leben und da in der Stadt auf’s College 


gehen’ und das habe ich dann auch gemacht.” 
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a life there. However, she did not return there immediately after graduation, but 
first she spent time working at temporary random jobs in Berlin until she began 
to study economics. It took her about a year to return to the United States. We 
could assume that, for Malinka, it was a time for getting things into place mak- 
ing up her mind about immigrating and taking the necessary steps. For her, the 
decision to finally move there was realistic: she was able to arrange her accom- 
modation through networks she had established during her first stay, in which 
her former and to-be host family played a major role. They gave her pragmatic 
courtesy, encouragement, and initial security. However, Malinka not only decid- 
ed to immigrate to the United States because she enjoyed her mobility experi- 
ence so much, but her quotidian life circumstances in Berlin at that time played a 
crucial role in the decision-making process. As for her professional future, Ma- 
linka wanted to study psychology, but she was not admitted to a program: 


“But it didn’t work out [...] to get admission [into psychology] and then I was thinking: 
‘OK, I have worked and then I studied economics.’ And then I was thinking, because I 
wanted to go to the USA anyway, I was thinking: ‘OK, I will study there.’ I guess it was 
like that.” (11.372-375)” 


Malinka was not admitted to study in the field of psychology, her desired field of 
study. Generally speaking, admission into the field of psychology in Germany is 
restricted: universities contain a numerus clausus. The fact that Malinka did not 
get into psychology right away indicates that her final grade of the Abitur did not 
match the numerus clausus, so she had to face a waiting period. Malinka saw 
immigration as a way to solve the problems she was facing: she was not able to 
study psychology in Germany, so she made up her mind to do so in the United 
States. Retrospectively, Malinka admits that she might have decided otherwise 
had she been permitted to study psychology in Germany: 


“I know for sure that I already had the idea to return when I came back from the USA. 
And I don’t know if this idea would simply have gone away if I had gotten a place in psy- 
chology at university here. I don’t know to what extent this has played a role, but I think it 


70 “Es hat aber nicht geklappt [...] da reinzukommen [in Psychologie] und dann dachte 
ich: ‘Ok, du hast dann gearbeitet und dann mache ich halt BWL.’ Und dann dachte 
ich, weil ich sowieso in die USA wollte, dachte ich: ‘Ok, dann fange ich da an zu stu- 


dieren’. Ich glaube so war das.” 
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was a little bit of both, because I definitely already toyed with this idea when I graduated 
from high school.” (11.382-387)”! 


Under different circumstances, Malinka might have made another decision. Yet, 
she emphasizes that she had toyed with the idea of living in the Unites States for 
a long time. Until then, there were no incidents that demolished the constructed 
imaginary. Quite the opposite, the idea of moving became a more concrete pos- 
sibility in view of her situation after graduating high school: an obviously unful- 
filling professional outlook in Germany. In other words: the initially vague idea 
of immigrating was nourished by unsatisfying life circumstances. Ultimately, 
Malinka put her life project of immigrating into the United States into practice. 
Having taken this step, it turned out that she did not like it there as much as she 
assumed she would: 


“T was a little older when I went there for the second time. [...] I was simply confronted 
with things I had not faced before, because if you want to stay there for longer, you face 
many difficulties, right. Things like: ‘Do I get a work permit later?’ and so on. It’s not so 
sure. [...] Suddenly I found a lot of things negative. They struck me in a negative way. I 
also thought the people to be more superficial. Well, I still had the old friends from school, 
but many of those were indeed no longer in Sacramento, because they had gone away to 
study some place else.” (11.408-416)7? 


The expectations that Malinka had for her life in the United States did not corre- 
spond with the reality she encountered on site. This experience was more nega- 


71 “Ich weiss auf jeden Fall, dass ich den Gedanken schon im Hinterkopf hatte als ich 
dann aus den USA wiederkam, wieder in die USA zu gehen. Und ich weiss nicht, ob 
dieser Gedanke nicht vielleicht eher weggegangen wäre, wenn ich hier einen Studien- 
platz bekommen hätte in Psychologie. Ich weiss jetzt auch nicht, inwieweit das noch 
eine Rolle mitgespielt hat, aber ich glaube es war so ein bisschen beides, weil mit dem 
Gedanken habe ich auf jeden Fall schon gespielt als ich das Abi gemacht habe.” 

72 “Als ich das zweite Mal dort hingegangen bin, da war ich dann ein bisschen älter. [...] 
Ich war dann einfach mit Sachen konfrontiert, mit denen ich vorher nicht konfrontiert 
war, weil wenn man da länger bleiben will, [...] steht man dann schon vor vielen 
Schwierigkeiten. Sowas wie: ‘Bekomme ich dann später eine Arbeitserlaubnis?’ usw. 
Ist auch nicht so sicher. Auf einmal fand ich viele Sachen negativ. Die sind mir nega- 
tiv aufgefallen. Ich fand auch die Leute oberflächlicher. Also, ich hatte zwar noch die 
alten Freunde von der Schule, aber viele von denen waren ja auch nicht mehr in Sa- 


cramento, weil die weggegangen sind zum studieren.” 
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tive than positive. She was faced with administrative challenges related to her 
foreign-born nationality, the insecurity resulting from it, and the fact that some 
friends she knew from last time had left Sacramento. Through this accumulation 
of factors, the positive imaginary she had constructed began to crumble. Gener- 
ally, what was different the second time is that Malinka intended to stay in the 
United States “for good”: 


“I left with the idea of staying there for good, right? I remember missing [my boyfriend at 
that time] very much and I also really missed my friends. And then at once I made the de- 
cision: ‘No, I come back. I don’t want to live here.’ Well, consciously saying: ‘OK, the 
USA is not for me.’ The whole lifestyle, the attitude, those people, that’s just not for me. 
[...] I like the culture here and so on.” (11.397-402)7? 


She could not continue with her plan of immigrating for good, because she 
missed the people she had left behind in Germany. Apparently, Malinka left be- 
hind another boyfriend when she went to the United State in addition to her good 
friends. It took time to admit to herself that living in the United States was not 
how she wanted to live her life. Deciding to return to Berlin was a deliberation 
process. With regard to her boyfriend at that time, Malinka reflects about her ex- 
perience: 


“Ah, right. At that time, I had another boyfriend, a new one [laughter]. True, that was also 
such a big love. I was with him for a long time and how was that? I think I had just left 
him again. Well, I did not leave him, but I went away, and we were still together [...] I 
mean such a young love is passionate and unrealistic anyway. So, I thought: ‘Yes of 
course, I go to the USA, but let’s stay together [laughter].” Then we broke up while I was 
in the USA. [...] now, from today’s point of view, we were just too young, and I had left 
with the idea of staying there forever.” (11.390-398)” 


73 “Ich bin ja auch mit dem Gedanken gegangen da für immer zu bleiben. Ich weiß, ich 
habe [meinen damaligen Freund] auch sehr vermisst und ich habe auch meine Freunde 
sehr vermisst und dann habe ich auf einmal den Entschluss gefasst: ‘Nee, ich komm 
zurück. Ich will da nicht leben.’ Also auch bewusst zu sagen: ‘Ok, nee, USA ist nichts 
für mich.’ Der ganze Lebensstil, diese Einstellung, die Leute. Das ist halt nichts für 
mich. [...] Ich mag hier die Kultur, usw.” 

74 “Ach stimmt, da hatte ich wieder ’nen Freund, ’nen Neuen [Lachen]. Stimmt, das war 
auch so eine große Liebe, mit dem war ich auch lange zusammen und wie war das? 
Ich glaube, schon wieder, den habe ich einfach verlassen. Also, nicht verlassen, aber 


ich bin dann einfach gegangen und wir waren noch zusammen [...] Ich meine, so eine 
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Malinka remembers that she had another boyfriend when she was about to leave 
for the second time to the United States. It seems as though she was not fully 
aware of it at first. She describes this relationship as having been “another big 
love,” signaling that it was biographically relevant for her. Malinka had left (an- 
other) boyfriend, not in the sense of ending the relationship, but of leaving him 
behind. She underlines her naiveté to believe that this relationship would last in 
spite of the distance, but it eventually did not. Clearly, Malinka’s mobility expe- 
riences affected her romantic relationships. The experience of dissolving this 
romantic relationship was a bitter one. What is more, Malinka tells me that it 
was exactly the point in her life when she began to be more independent. Before 
leaving for the United States, she worked in Berlin and she was able to earn 
money on her own, yet this possibility remained closed to her in the United 
States, not least because she lacked a work permit. She also could not move “so 
freely,” for two reasons. First, Malinka believes that one needs a car in Sacra- 
mento, which she did not have (11.456-463). Second, her host parents wanted to 
know what she was up to: 


“T believe it bothered me a bit [to stay at my host parents’ place]. So, in high school I had 
a great relationship with them, but then I realized: ‘No, I need a bit more freedom,’ be- 
cause [...] they were worried. They always asked me: ‘Where are you?’ and I was at such 
age where I no longer wanted it. I just didn’t want to say where I was going.” (11.465- 
470)” 


Malinka felt that her host parents exercised a kind of “social control.” She as- 
sumes that they were worried, but, at the same time, she did not want to justify 
herself. She basically needed more freedom as, according to her point of view, 
she had entered a phase in her life cycle, where she wanted more independence. 


junge Liebe, ist Leidenschaft wie auch immer und realitätsfern. Also, ich dachte: ‘Ja 
klar, ich geh nach USA, aber wir bleiben zusammen [Lachen].’ Dann ist es auseinan- 
der gegangen während ich in den USA war. [...] Also jetzt vom heutigen Standpunkt, 
wir waren einfach zu jung und ich meine ich bin ja auch mit dem Gedanken gegangen 
da für immer zu bleiben.” 

75 “Ich glaube das hat mich auch so ein bisschen gestört [bei meinen Gasteltern zu woh- 
nen]. Also, in der Highschool hatte ich ein super Verhältnis, aber danach habe ich 
dann gemerkt: “Nee, ich brauch’ schon bisschen mehr meine Freiräume,’ weil [...] die 
haben sich Sorgen gemacht. Die haben immer so nachgefragt: ‘Ja wo bist du denn?’ 
und wie auch immer. Und da war ich schon in so einem Alter, wo ich das nicht mehr 


wollte. Ich wollte halt nicht mehr sagen, wo ich hingehe.” 
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It was hard to fulfill this need for independence under these circumstances. In 
addition, Malinka was not happy with how the classes were structured in college. 
She started to study psychology there—her desired field of study—but it was not 
how she had imagined it: 


“I started to study psychology there, but it’s different there. The first two years in college 
are very general. You specialize a little bit, but it’s just very general and I didn’t like to 
study so many different subjects, [...] which I no longer wanted to have. I thought: ‘Yeah, 
I already have the Abitur.” (11.473-477) 6 


Malinka was able to study psychology in college in Sacramento, but she encoun- 
tered a way of studying and teaching there that she describes as “very general.” 
By that, she means that she was not learning much about psychology, but instead 
needed to take a number of other subjects that she felt she had already studied in 
order to attain her Abitur in German school. Educational institutions are nation- 
ally structured. Therefore, educational experiences gained in institutions of one 
“national container” are not always easily adaptable or transferable to institu- 
tions of another “national container.” As for Malinka, she felt that she was re- 
peating her Abitur in the college in Sacramento. Her narrative reveals that she 
disliked basically everything she encountered, because things were different 
from what they would be in Germany. She realized that she preferred life in 
Germany over life in the United States and particularly she learned to appreciate 
Berlin more: “I realized [...] for the first time [...] Berlin is really cool.” 
(11.489f)’" However, the most salient factor was probably her intention to stay 
there forever. The thought of “immigration” transformed her outlook on life 
there. Immigrating would just be too much: 


“I began my studies and I went through one semester and then [...] I couldn’t do it any- 
more, especially for good. I don’t have a problem with going abroad for a year or so, but 
going away with the idea of staying there forever, to somehow build my life there is very 
different, I discovered.” (11.480-484)”* 


76 “Psychologie habe ich da angefangen, aber da ist es ja anders. Da ist ja diese ersten 
zwei Jahre College macht man sehr allgemein. Man spezialisiert sich schon so ein 
bisschen, aber es ist halt sehr allgemein und ich fand es auch nicht mehr so toll, dass 
ich auf einmal so viele Facher haben muss, [...] die ich irgendwie gar nicht mehr ha- 
ben will. Ich dachte: ‘Ja, ich habe ja schon das Abi.”” 

77 “Da habe ich auch gemerkt [...] zum ersten Mal [...] Berlin ist echt cool.” 


78 “[Ich] habe angefangen zu studieren und habe das eine Semester durchgezogen und 
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Malinka could not put up with the thought of staying in the United States forever 
and to do what it took to establish a new life there. The temporal dimension ap- 
parently affected the perception of her experience abroad. Malinka points out 
that a temporally restricted relocation would not be a problem as opposed to a 
stay ad infinitum. At that point of her life, she realized that “immigration” was 
the wrong choice for her, but that she rather prefers mobility experiences that are 
temporally limited. Her “immigration project” thus failed and Malinka returned 
to Berlin. This was a significant life lesson, which influenced her further life- 
course. Up to this point, Malinka’s mobility experiences can be understood as 
transnational ones, which evolved as such only in the course of time. In her early 
childhood, she practiced bi-local transnational circulation flows between Germa- 
ny and Poland, while she broadened her “scope of destination” towards multi- 
local transnational mobility later on, including cross-border connections and spa- 
tial movements between Germany and the United States. However, her story is 
not over just yet. In the next empirical section, we will witness another striking 
evolution. As for now, we can note that the attempt to immigrate to the United 
States symbolizes a turn-away from the thought of living a life someplace else 
“forever.” 


4.4 TRANSMOBILITY: CROSS-BORDER TIES AND 
BI-OR MULTILOCAL MOBILITY 


The analyses of (parts of) Janusz’s, Oscar’s and Malinka’s biographical experi- 
ences serve to illustrate the transnational pattern of mobility, or transmobility. 
Practicing post-migration transnational mobility is not a given, but it rather 
evolves on the basis of specific biographical constellations at certain points in 
the lives of my interviewees. The analyzed discourses center around the topics of 
language acquirement (of multiple languages), social networks and family struc- 
tures, as well as the construction of belonging or boundary-making. We have 
seen that the very same issues are also relevant for the biographical experiences 
of post-migration sedentariness, yet the (biographical) configurations are differ- 
ent. It is safe to say that language (acquirement) has a significant impact on the 
transnational experiences and border-crossing mobility practices in the life sto- 


dann [...] ging’s auch nicht mehr irgendwie, vor allem fiir immer. Ich habe kein Prob- 
lem ins Ausland zu gehen, so fiir ein Jahr, aber so mit dem Gedanken wegzugehen da 
irgendwie fiir immer zu bleiben, mir da irgendwie ein Leben aufzubauen ist ganz an- 


ders, habe ich festgestellt.” 
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ries of my interviewees. First, knowledge of the heritage language is a precondi- 
tion for relocating one’s life center to Poland for a specific amount of time. In 
turn, mobility is central to improving those language skills. Certainly, such a 
constellation is similar to the need to acquire other foreign languages to practice 
multi-local transnational mobility. What is more, the narratives of my interview- 
ees reveal that the lack of (a necessary) language at a given point in time and 
space and the process of language acquirement are often experiences of suffer- 
ing. As we have seen in the former chapter, languages are not only relevant for 
being mobile per se, but also for integration into the “country of arrival,” or the 
other “country of origin,” as well as for processes of upward social mobility. 
Janusz’s life story strongly emphasizes the role of the Polish language in his 
life-path: lacking the ability to speak Polish came with a share of suffering while 
desired developments came about once he acquired the language. I pointed out 
that learning the Polish language marked a key moment in Janusz’s life-path. His 
motivation was initially a personal one, to re-connect with his Polish side of the 
family. It, however, gained relevance in his professional life, too. Mastering the 
Polish language, he says, enabled him to set another focus on his academic work, 
which allowed him to link bi-local mobility with his educational and profession- 
al aspirations. Then again, being able to communicate in Polish was a precondi- 
tion for his mobility experiences to Poland, while these mobility experiences be- 
came a precondition for improving his Polish language skills and thus for his 
future professional or academic success and upward social mobility. Janusz 
launched a “mobility circle,” making bi-local mobility integral to his profession, 
and profession or work is integral for the contemporary “institutionalization of 
the life-course.” (Kohli 1985) Oscar’s narrative emphasizes the acquirement of 
languages as well, but in a different context, culminating into slightly different 
biographical experiences. In contrast with Janusz, Oscar was faced with the ac- 
quirement of three different languages. Polish is relevant to his familial relation- 
ships and networks, the maintaining of his heritage and later on for his educa- 
tional phase in Poland, while French is central to his integration into Quebec so- 
ciety and its institutional public sphere. Acquiring English is also important for 
Oscar’s life in Montreal. It encompasses the social realm, i.e., communicating 
with his cousins and other English-speakers, and the public realm, i.e., studying 
in the institutions of higher education. The results of analyzing his narrative 
show that getting fluent in three languages demanded a lot from him, evolving 
into a “suffering structure” for a long phase of his life. After having acquired all 
these languages, Oscar is still perceived as “the other” wherever he is. Converse- 
ly, his multilingual knowledge enables him to be multi-locally mobile. Besides 
living in Montreal, he has relocated his life center to Poland, he has spent a sig- 
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nificant phase of his life in Scotland, and he plans to relocate to New York or 
Toronto in future. Language acquirement is also important in Malinka’s narra- 
tive of her life, yet she does not emphasize it as much as the others. Once she 
moved back from Poland to Germany, she certainly had to learn German, which 
made the process of “acclimatizing” into German society more difficult, but 
without much difficulty. In her youth, she first relocated to the United States for 
a year. However, she already had a basic knowledge of English due to language 
classes in German school. Generally, it seems as though Malinka acquires the 
language or improves her skills “automatically” when she is on site in a particu- 
lar place. In her case, mobility is more strongly linked to other issues, such as 
family structures and her search for a sense of belonging. 

The specific family structures at play in Manlinka’s life-course evolved into 
a “transnational childhood” for Malinka and a “transnational motherhood” for 
Malinka’s mother, as both were living spatially separated for a specific period of 
time. Her early relocation from Berlin to Poznan at the age of three strengthens 
her sense of “being Polish.” This becomes especially apparent in her self- 
perception as being born in Poland, while she was factually born in Berlin. Such 
a self-positioning reverses her categorization from “second generation” to “gen- 
eration 1.5.” In Janusz case, his bi-ethnic origins and the fact that one part of his 
family is Polish and lives in Poland certainly contributed to and sometimes facil- 
itated his language acquirement and his mobility practices. In the course of his 
life, he “transnationalized” his social relationships, so that he established net- 
works in both countries Germany and Poland. His father is an especially central 
figure: he not only connects Janusz with the Polish part of his origins, but he 
practices bi-local mobility between Germany and Poland himself. Transnational 
mobility is therefore something that Janusz grew up with. Thus, the social prac- 
tice of mobility was familiar to him, practiced as it was by his father, even if he 
himself refused to have anything to do with his Polish cultural heritage, let alone 
practicing mobility towards Poland, for many years. Yet, Janusz grew out of his 
aversion to speaking Polish or even “being Polish” and he now perceives 
“Polishness” not only as being integral to his work endeavours, but to his very 
self-understanding through which he is able to construct a sense of belonging. 
Speaking the language, maintaining ties to his family, constructing a sense of be- 
longing to Poland, and especially being there leads to expectations of adapting to 
the society and its social and cultural values. Though Janusz cannot identify with 
all social norms, he still pursues a project of multiple integration into both Ger- 
man and Polish contexts. Family structures play a significant role in Oscar’s life 
story as well. Not only is he part of an aristocratic network, which has been mo- 
bile for generations, but he also uses it as mobility capital when he relocates to 
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Poland. He is not a stranger to mobility either: both of his parents have practiced 
mobility themselves. His life experiences lie somewhere between “cultural learn- 
ing” and “integration,” which are intensified by his transnational multi-local mo- 
bility experiences. Interestingly, in Oscar’s narrative, belonging is often linked 
with boundary-making. He often experiences the role of “cultural other” by be- 
ing excluded, but at the same time, he himself establishes differences between 
himself and others: “the Québécois culture” and later “the Polish Polish.” This 
paradoxical constellation creates a contextual belonging that develops into a ra- 
ther “cosmopolitan” self-understanding. All in all, the three interviewees mobi- 
lize their family relationships and networks in Poland in order to practice trans- 
national mobility. Bi-or multi-local transnational mobility is often linked with 
educational or professional aspirations. The young adults, whose life narratives I 
have examined in this chapter, all have completed certain educational stations of 
their lives in Poland or another destination. Janusz spent one semester abroad, 
did an internship there and is now doing archive work there for his research. Os- 
car earned a degree in film school there, and Malinka attended the first two years 
of elementary school in Poland, a high school year as well as one semester of 
college in the United States. Their mobility is embedded in an educational 
framework. We can assume that these individuals will remain mobile in their 
further life-course. 

As for Malinka, we will see how her mobility practices evolve in the further 
path of her life in the next section. However, her mobility experiences differ 
from those of Janusz and Oscar, not least because she has been mobile from a 
young age. The circumstances under which her mobility experiences emerge— 
not for all, but for some of her mobility practices—indicate that she uses mobili- 
ty as a coping strategy to get away from unsatisfying life circumstances. From 
my point of view, her first relocation from Berlin to Poznan can be seen as an at- 
tempt to leave behind her illness and emotional discomfort in kindergarten in 
Berlin. Her first relocation to the United States could be more a thirst for adven- 
ture, yet her second relocation to the United States, her immigration project, 
were also a way to evade certain challenges she faced in Berlin at that point of 
time, like the non-admittance to a university psychology program. While for Ja- 
nusz and Oscar, mobility is relevant to “move on” in the sense of pursuing edu- 
cational and professional aspirations, for Malinka mobility is sometimes used to 
“move away” from the personal challenges she encounters at given points in 
time. We have seen how her transnational mobility changed from bi-local mobil- 
ity between Germany and Poland to multi-local mobility, gaining another desti- 
nation, the United States. At that point in her life, her mobility orientation reach- 
es a climax, where she constructs an idea of mobility as immigration. Malinka’s 
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“immigration project” eventually failed, constituting a key moment in her life, 
which brings about a change in perspective toward her life, in which she re- 
orientates her mobility practices. Since Malinka refuses to be mobile in the sense 
of a “one-way ticket immigration,” she is left—as I see it—with two possibili- 
ties: either she stays sedentary or she practices temporally-restricted mobilities. 
In the next empirical section, we will see how her mobility practices evolve from 
the pattern of “transmobility” to the pattern of “cosmobility.” 


5 Cosmobility: 
The Cosmopolitan Pattern of Mobility 


In this section, I will discuss the second part of Malinka’s life story and the life 
story of another of my respondents, Francis. Presenting these two narratives 
serves as illustrations for the pattern that I call cosmobility. Certainly, the cos- 
mopolitan pattern of mobility contains heterogeneous life and mobility experi- 
ences. We will see that the mobility experiences to be analyzed here follow a dif- 
ferent logic than the other patterns, particularly when it comes to the destina- 
tions: the places to which my respondents direct their mobility experiences. 
What is more, we will look at the circumstances under which mobility to various 
destinations come about and how these two individuals construct meaning 
around their movements. Malinka’s life story is important in two respects: (1) 
her life story includes mobility practices that shift from one pattern to another 
(from transmobility to cosmoblity), and (2) it is exceptional insofar as it incorpo- 
rates mobility as part of a lifestyle, by putting value on mobility as such, regard- 
less of the destination. We will see that some biographical moments triggering 
mobility are specific to the German or rather the European context. Francis’s 
case, on the other hand, is symptomatic—almost ideal-typical—for the construc- 
tion of the pattern of cosmobility and provides space for contextual comparisons 
between other Toronto-based life stories (such as Anja’s, ch. 3.1) and Montreal- 
based life stories (such as Oscar’s, ch. 4.2). Examining these two life stories in 
depth will shed light on the cosmopolitan experience of mobility and on the dif- 
ferences between it and the two other patterns. 
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5.1 MALINKA, PART II: “THE ONE WHO DOES NOT 
WANT TO EMIGRATE” 


In the previous chapter, I analyzed the first part of Malinka’s narrative about her 
life. I have divided the analysis into two parts, identifying a key moment in her 
life that changed her outlook on the future and subsequently her (mobility) prac- 
tices. While I described her life-changing experience in the previous chapter, I 
will now analyze the consequences of the key moment, Malinka’s failed “immi- 
gration project” and the realization that she, in fact, no longer wanted to emi- 
grate. That being said, Malinka continues to be on the move, but has changed her 
mobility practices from “transmobility” to “cosmobility.” 


Mobility as a Strategy for Disappearing 


In 2003, Malinka came back from her second stay in the United States as she re- 
evaluated her “immigration project.” (1.503) She would have been about twenty- 
four years old at the time. Being back in Berlin, Malinka needed to reorganize 
her life and rethink her plans. On an everyday basis, this became manifest in the 
changing of apartments: she moved out of her mother’s place and moved in with 
a friend. She enjoyed being back in Berlin: 


“It was good. I moved in with my friend right away [...]. She had an apartment and I 
moved in there [...]. She visited me at that point of time, I think. At some point, she was 
[in the United States] for a few weeks.” (11.504-507)! 


In the United States, Malinka was already striving for a more independent way 
of life, which she found difficult to attain there. Leaving her mother’s place and 
moving in with a friend in Berlin was a first step towards this goal, not least be- 
cause she diminished the possibilities of “social control” on her mother’s part. 
Having her own place, Malinka started studying in Berlin again. In her narrative, 
she is not specific about the field of study, though she mentions gaining psy- 
chology credits while simultaneously making it clear that psychology was not 
the field she was enrolled in. Malinka was still not admitted into her desired field 


1 “Das war gut. Ich bin dann, glaube ich, auch gleich mit meiner Freundin zusammen- 
gezogen. [...] Sie hatte eine Wohnung und ich bin dazu gezogen [...] Sie hat mich 
dann auch besucht zu diesem Zeitpunkt glaube ich. Irgendwann war sie auch da fiir 
paar Wochen [in den USA].” 
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of study (11.550-553). Soon she unexpectedly needed to look for another apart- 
ment: 


“Hold on, I had lived with my friend for some time, right, with the one friend of mine. 
[...] And one day I moved in with another friend. Well, I know that her boyfriend wanted 
to move in with her and then I moved in with another friend, in ****[district in Berlin, 
A/N], too. However, it didn’t work out well. After one year, [...] we gave up the apart- 
ment and I thought to myself OK, before looking for another apartment and so on, PI go 
abroad again [laughter].” (11.511-520)? 


Malinka had not yet found her academic way at that point in her life and her liv- 
ing situation turned out to be complicated as she faced a third move within Ber- 
lin in a short period of time. Having to find—yet again—another place to stay 
played a major role in her decision to go abroad. In fact, Malinka presents these 
biographical circumstances as triggers for another mobility experience. She lived 
approximately two years in Berlin before leaving Germany, this time for Cuba. 
This decision appears to be another coping strategy, to avoid the challenges of 
looking for another apartment in 